
Woodward Middle School 

PTO General Meeting 

September 11, 2012 

 

Welcome 

Introduction of 2011-2012 PTO Board Members 

Speakers – 

Mike Florian, Principal 

 

Our WMS open house is tomorrow, Wed 9/12/12 from 6-8pm. When parents get to WMS, they 

sometimes think that they are finished volunteering at school, but there are still lots of volunteer 

opportunities at WMS. Please see the volunteer coordinators, Dawn & Judy if you would like to donate 

your time. 

 

As a parent who has a child at WMS, the goals should be to strive to improve learning, make a difference 

in the lives of our students, volunteer at the school and stay connected to your child and the work that 

they are producing. 

 

This year we have two new staff members, Kate Garfield, 7th grade language arts and social studies 

teacher who was hired out of our district, and David Walker, PE teacher who transferred from Ordway. 

 

Mr Florian stated that he has three goals for this year. The first goal is to become familiar with the 

Charlotte Danielson Teaching Framework and evaluation system. WMS is in part of a thorough teacher 

evaluation pilot program. It will take 9-10 hours to complete each teacher evaluation. This is the same 

framework that will be used to evaluate the assistant principal as well as the principal. 

 

His second goal is to become familiar with multiple data sources and to analyze and improve instruction. 

 

His third goal is to familiarize himself with common core standards in all related subject areas including 

implementing new math curriculum. WMS will be making sure that we aren’t skipping any information 

that is a national standard. 

 

Kristin Nelson, Associate Principal 

Ms Nelson was attending another district meeting, but had the following things to report: 

Volleyball is up and running and we have so many kids playing that we need to form a C team this year. 

Today is make up day for picture retakes. The Dance Derby is 10/19 and all students are encouraged to 

attend. 7th grade orientation was very successful, this is the second year that WMS has had this 

experience for incoming 7th graders and it seems to be very well received by all of the kids involved. Red 

Ribbon Week (drug awareness week) is 10/22-10/26. Age appropriate topics are discussed regarding 

drugs and alcohol. 



 

Approval of June 5, 2012 minutes (motion was made to approve the general meeting minutes by 

Michele Hobbs, seconded by Judy Ogden) 

Presidents Report – Michele Hobbs 

 

Due to a district scheduling conflict, the PTO meeting dates will change to the 3rd Tuesday of each 

month. 

Review of guest speakers (please see handout, but realize that dates will change to the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month) 

 

Treasurers Report – Joy Swanson  

 

(See attached report) 

 

Volunteer Coordinators Report -Dawn Janow and Judy Ogden 

 

A discussion ensued regarding the possibility of sending out a listserv asking for volunteers to cover 

outside supervision at lunch time. It was stated by Board members that lunch duty is a difficult 

volunteer position to cover and we rarely have enough volunteers to cover inside lunch duty. It was also 

stated that Ms Nelson is the person who handles lunch duty and helps with scheduling the volunteers 

for that position. It was decided that we will talk to Ms Nelson and see what her thoughts are regarding 

trying to get more people to volunteer for lunch duty, with the hope that we will occasionally have 

enough volunteers to allow kids to go outside for a few minutes. However, it needs to be clearly stated 

that covering the inside of the building at lunchtime is the main priority. 

 

Fundraising Coordinator Report – Anita Bennett and Nancy Rees 

The Dance Derby is 10/19. We are asking for donation money for the prizes and at this time the amount 

of donations is a bit lower than normal. On 9/21 there will be a Dance Derby assembly for the kids, to 

explain the event and what is expected of them. Basically, the kids are asked to get donations and they 

are given a raffle ticket for every $10 they raise. To come to the event, each student much purchase a 

$10 wrist band, but all children are encouraged to come, if they can’t afford a $10 wrist band, one will 

be donated to them, the event is from 6-9pm.  

 

Site Base Representative Report – Ni Chitankananda 

Separation of dining and entertainment was well received at the 8th grade banquet. It was decided that 

WMS will not be doing MAP testing this fall, which means that the kids will have 4 less days of testing 

this year. It was decided to get rid of this fall testing because the results don’t change much between 

spring and fall. WMS will be installing cameras in the gym, in the commons and outside, in an attempt to 

monitor bullying and vandalism. The cameras will not be monitored by anyone, but can be used for 

review if an incident occurs. MSP test results have been released to the districts statewide, but it will be 

a while before results are sent home. 



 

DATES TO REMEMBER – 

ALL MONDAYS EARLY RELEASE DAYS 

9/12/12 Woodward Open House 6-8 pm (parents only) 

9/13/12 PTOCC @Ordway 

9/21/12 Dance Derby Assemblies 

10/16/12  PTO Meeting    

10/19/12 Dance Derby 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Gina Kapel, WMS PTO Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


